MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
OF THE AMATEUR ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
HELD AT ALEXANDER STADIUM, BIRMINGHAM
ON THURSDAY, 9th MARCH 2017 AT 12.00 NOON
•

Attendances and apologies were recorded for the attendance book.

•

Mr Walter Nicholls took the Chair and welcomed those present to the 137th AGM of
the Association. He read out a list of those colleagues and friends who had passed
away in the previous year and the members present stood in silence to remember
them:Jack Braughton: 1948 Olympic 5000m
Mike Blagrove: world record 4 x 1 mile
David Cropper: AAA 880 champion 1969 & Olympic semi-finalist, AAA Chairman
1985 to 1986, Chairman of Trustees for AAA Charity for the Young
Pam Davies: several times English CC champion
Betty Downs: National Official, Birchfield Harriers
Roland Hardy: 5 miles walk world record; 8 AAA titles
John Holt: IAAF general secretary and 2nd 1959 World Univ 800
Derek Ibbotson: mile world record & Oly 5000m bronze medal
Mike Langmaid: SCAAA Treasurer
Dave McNamee: Cheltenham & County Harriers
Anne Pashley: Olympic 4x100m relay silver & world record relays
Janet Paul: National Official and Sportshall Pioneer
Mike Smith: coach to Roger Black, Kriss Akabusi, Donna Murray etc
Mike Turner: CC international, GB team manager & BAAB treasurer
Barry Wallman: AAA General C’tee, ECCU president etc
Orien Young: National Official, City of Portsmouth AC

•

In reply to a question by Susan Deaves, the Chairman replied that unfortunately
due to family illnesses both he and Chris Carter were unable to attend Dave
Cropper’s funeral however the Association was represented by Geoff Durbin who
also attended on behalf of the Midland Counties. An obituary had been posted on
the AAA webpages citing Dave’s tireless work for the AAA and the Charity. It had to
be said that it was not the Boards intention to be disrespectful.

•

The Chairman reported that unfortunately Chris Carter, due to ill health had been
obliged to step down as Chairman of the AAA Board. Chris had kindly sent “a Final
Word from the Chairman!” which was read out to the meeting by Walter Nicholls.

•

The Chairman thanked Chris on behalf of the Board for all the work he had done for
the AAA over many years. A salver had been engraved for presentation to him but
this would be done at a later date.

•

The Chairman also read out a letter that had been received from Freda and Geoff
Clarke who were unable to attend as it was their 65th Wedding Anniversary. The
Board sent their congratulations

•

The Chairman then read out the notice of the AGM
______________________
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1. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 10th MARCH 2016
Subject to the following minor alteration these were received and adopted as a true record
of the business transacted.
Amendment: Page 1, second paragraph: Tim Soutar is an EA Board Member not a
Council Member.
Proposed Martin Etchells seconded Frances Ratchford.
MATTERS ARISING
There were no matters arising.
2. REPORT OF THE MANAGEMENT BOARD AND THE AFFILIATED ASSOCIATIONS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 2016
The Chairman presented the report.
•

The Chairman expressed thanks to all contributors to the Report.

•

Susan Deaves questioned whether six Board meetings a year were necessary in
view of the Associations diminishing funds. The Chairman reported that six
meetings a year had been required by the Memorandum and Articles of the
Association but this had been changed by a unanimous vote at the Board meeting
in January so in future years there would only be four Board meetings, one of which
would be held directly after the AGM.

•

Susan also questioned the need for so many Board members. The Chairman
advised that each member had a different role and brought different skills and
experience to the meetings.

The Report was accepted; proposed by Ian Byett and seconded by Edwin Bellamy
3. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE AUDITED INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
ACCOUNT, THE BALANCE SHEET AND THE FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE
YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 2016
The Treasurer, Mr Martin Etchells presented the report
•

The Auditor, Mike Welford, had carried out inspection of the accounts

•

The operating loss was down from £77,000 the previous year to £64,000.

•

The Tom Pink fund was now down to below £4000 but the LH Legacy which was
also intended for use on young athletes stood at £31,000

•

Investments were currently doing reasonably well as they were stock exchange
based but the Board was seeking advice regarding these investments to see if
income from them might be simplified and improved.

Susan Deaves asked the Treasurer how he viewed the long term sustainability of the
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Association. The Treasurer advised that the Board were taking steps to cut costs and the
hope was that the Association might reach a position where it would be self-sustaining.
There followed a discussion about future sustainability.
•

The Board was working closely with England Athletics to ensure a lasting legacy for
the Development Initiatives including the Tom Pink Relays which will take place in
Sheffield and Manchester in conjunction with EA events.

•

The Med Ball Challenge and Endurance Awards are established as part of the
British Athletics Awards Schemes.

•

The World Marathon Challenge and 1500M Challenge will continue although the
headline events would no longer be held.

•

The possibility of sponsorship was discussed and having been pointed out by
Susan Deaves, it was acknowledged that the AAA had in effect been sponsored by
Eveque Leisure Equipment Ltd for many years.

•

A suggestion was also put forward that some of the funds held by the AAA Charity
for the Young might be used for youth projects.

Tony Wood reported that Northern Athletics were very supportive of the AAA and wished it
to continue. Feedback from grassroots athletics in the North was that uncertainty around
the national governing body and the direction that it was taking made it imperative for the
AAA to continue to provide a voice and a forum for discussion.
The Report was accepted; proposed by Geoff Durbin and seconded by John How

4. ELECTION OF HONORARY OFFICERS
•

President
The post remained vacant

•

Chairman
Mr Walter Nicholls was elected unopposed

•

Honorary Secretary
Mr Walter Nicholls was re-elected unopposed.

•

Honorary Treasurer
Mr Martin Etchells was re-elected unopposed.

5. ACCEPTANCE OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM DISCIPLINES IN ACCORDANCE
WITH ARTICLE 7(E)(v) OF THE ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION

Accepted:
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•

Mr Ian Byett to represent Cross-Country.

•

Mr John How to represent Road Running.

There was no representative for Track and Field but this discipline had been covered
by the Board throughout the year.
6. RENEWAL OF TENURE OF RETIRING DIRECTORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH
ARTICLE 16(b) OF THE ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION
•

Ms F P Ratchford - Communications.

•

Mr R H Float – Investments.

The above renewals were accepted; proposed The Chairman seconded Geoff Durbin
7. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS
It was agreed that Mike Welford would again be appointed inspector of the accounts for
the coming year.
Proposed The Treasurer and seconded Frances Ratchford.
8. TO ACCEPT THE APPOINTMENT OF THE FOLLOWING LIFE VICE PRESIDENTS:
•

Chris Carter was unanimously accepted as Life Vice President of the
Association

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
•

The Chairman updated those present on progress towards the establishment of a
National Athletics Museum.

•

Philip Andrew and Jane Ainsworth were continuing to work on photographing and
cataloguing the AAA and WAAA Trophies. They hoped to be able to put a display
together for the World Championships in London later this year or for the 2018
World Indoor Championships in Birmingham.

The Chairman thanked everyone for their attendance and there being no further business
the meeting closed at 12.52 pm.
___________________________

Signed JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ.
Chairman

Date JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ..
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