MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
OF THE AMATEUR ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
HELD AT ALEXANDER STADIUM, BIRMINGHAM
ON SUNDAY, 22nd MARCH 2015 AT 12.00 NOON
•

Attendances and apologies were recorded for the attendance book.

•

Mr Chris Carter took the Chair and welcomed those present to the meeting.

•

Prior to the business of the meeting the members present stood in silence to
remember those colleagues and friends who had passed away in the previous
year:Peter Allen, Cecil Gittens, John Le Mesurier, David Littlewood, John Lofts, Trevor
Marsay, Gerry North

•

The Chairman also mentioned two colleagues, Derek Ibbotson and Ray Barrow
who are both very ill. Thoughts are with them and their families.
______________________

1. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 17TH MARCH 2014
These were received and adopted as a true record of the business transacted. Proposed
Eric Nash seconded Geoff Durbin.
Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
2. REPORT OF THE MANAGEMENT BOARD AND THE AFFILIATED ASSOCIATIONS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 2014
The Chairman presented the report.
•

The Chairman expressed thanks to all contributors to the Report.

•

The AAA has continued its activities throughout the year and the Tom Pink Relays
again brought joy to hundreds of young athletes. Although the NIA was unavailable
a successful outdoor event was held at Alexander Stadium for the clubs in the
Midlands. Frugal use of the Tom Pink Funds has enabled the Association to
continue the relays well beyond the original time scale of the 2012 Olympics and
there should be sufficient funds remaining for a few years yet.

•

The World Marathon Challenge had been held without the support of Save the
Children. Differences had arisen over what were effectively large entry fees which
Save the Children had wanted to impose on schools in the UK and this was felt not
to be within the remit of the AAA. The event had been successful although smaller
than the year before.

•

The Med Ball Challenge had taken off extremely well. It had been taken up
enthusiastically by Malcolm Fenton, National Throws Coach Mentor for England
Athletics and Steve Backley had also given support.

•

The Board would be looking at the future of the Association over the coming year;
with very little income coming in it must be recognised that it cannot continue in its
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current form for much longer. The intention at present is to continue until the 2017
World Championships and it is envisaged that the 2017 AGM will be the last.
•

The Board are determined that the heritage of the sport is not forgotten and have
been forging good relationships with England Athletics to this end. Relationships
with British Athletics remain less positive although a conciliatory letter had been
received from Ed Warner.

•

The Board are continuing to work well with English Schools and are also forging
links with the British Athletics Supporters Club.

•

Geoff Clarke suggested that the Board should apply to the London Marathon for a
grant to help with the costs of the World Marathon Challenge. He felt that Sir
Rodney Walker, Dame Mary Peters and Joyce Smith should be approached as they
would be keen to see some of the charitable funds being directed back into
athletics. Both the London Marathon and the Great North Run bring in a lot of
money which would previously have been directed back into the sport. The
Chairman agreed to discuss this matter at the Board meeting following the AGM.

The Report was accepted; proposed by Geoff Clarke and seconded by Margaret Smith.
3. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE AUDITED INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
ACCOUNT, THE BALANCE SHEET AND THE FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE
YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 2014
The Treasurer, Mr Martin Etchells presented the accounts.
•

The Treasurer apologised for the lateness in circulating the accounts. The Auditors
had cited problems in obtaining information from one of the investment companies
as a reason for the delay.

•

Investments of just over £315,000 remain which should be enough to see the
Association continue until 2017.

•

The Tax for 2013 remained an unanswered question but there would be no tax
liability this year.

•

Expenditure was down to £67,000 which was a significant reduction.

•

Income had increased a little partly due to increased badge sales and the Treasurer
thanked Edwin Bellamy for his efforts on this. Edwin had secured a deal with a new
supplier which meant that the price of the badges could be held at £2 with a small
profit still being made.

•

£20,000 remained in the Tom Pink Fund and £68,000 remained in the LH Fund

The accounts were approved and accepted; proposed Ernie Nash seconded Pat Green.

4. ELECTION OF HONORARY OFFICERS
•

President
The post remained vacant
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•

Chairman
Mr Chris Carter was re-elected unopposed

•

Honorary Secretary
Mr Walter Nicholls was re-elected unopposed.

•

Honorary Treasurer
Mr Martin Etchells was re-elected unopposed.

5. ACCEPTANCE OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM DISCIPLINES IN ACCORDANCE
WITH ARTICLE 7(E)(v) OF THE ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION
Accepted:
•

Mr Ian Byett to represent Cross-Country.

•

Mr John How to represent Road Running.

There was no representative for Track and Field but this discipline had been covered
by the Board throughout the year.
6. RENEWAL OF TENURE OF RETIRING DIRECTORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH
ARTICLE 16(b) OF THE ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION
•

Ms F D Ratchford - Communications.

•

Mr R H Float – Investments.

The above renewals were accepted; proposed Geoff Durbin seconded Maureen
Smith.
The Chairman thanked retiring Director George Bunner for all the work he had done
for the Association over the years. He will continue to work on Development Initiatives
for the Association if adopted at the Board meeting following the AGM.
7. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS
The appointment of the Auditors was delayed until after the Special Resolution proposed
by the Board had been discussed.
8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Special Resolution
The Board had proposed a Special Resolution following an issue raised by the Auditors.
•

The Companies Act cited in the Memorandum and Articles of the Association had
been replaced by subsequent acts which would mean that due to its small turnover,
a full audit was no longer required for the Association. The Association now falls
under the heading “Small Company” and accounts can be much simpler with an
associated reduction in costs.
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•

The Association is at present, however, tied by the wording of the Memorandum
and Articles of Association to a full audit each year.

The Board proposed to update the wording of the Memorandum and Articles of
Association as stated in the Special Resolution. Seconded by Eric Nash, all were in favour
and the Special Resolution was adopted.
Item 7 - Appointment of the Auditors
Alan Barlow proposed that Mike Welford should now audit the accounts of the Association.
He already audits the accounts of the AAA Charity and would offer reasonable rates.
Seconded by the Treasurer this was adopted.
AGM 2016
There was a discussion about the difficulties of travelling by public transport on a Sunday
and a suggestion was made that in future the AGM be held on a Saturday. The Board
agreed to discuss this at a future Board meeting.

The Chairman thanked everyone for coming and there being no further business the
meeting closed at 12.35 pm.
___________________________

Signed BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB.
Chairman

Date BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB..
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