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I have just spent an afternoon at the Eastern Young Athletes League at Woodford, as my
youngest son was doing his bit for his club and getting out there and remembering how to
run 800m. Despite being on the same day as the London Marathon (and particularly the mini
marathon) there was a good turn-out. As always, I was struck by how many officials give
their time for free and how much we owe them all.
It was also nice to go to an actual match and do some (hurdles) coaching this week. My life
is currently just a whole lot of meetings about athletics – some encouraging and some less
so – as the National and Regional Councils try to improve the delivery of athletics and
running more generally by the paid staff of England and UK Athletics.
We are now more than half way through the round of Regional Club conferences, which form
the first part of the 2014 consultation process – the second part will be an online
questionnaire. Initial feedback will be presented to the National Council (Chairs of the 9
England Regions) on 30th April. I attended the London Conference at which we had about
50 club reps and the usual lively debate.
The presentation made will be made available on the 2014 Consultation page
(www.englandathletics.org/consultation) upon the completion of the club conference series.
Notes of each individual meeting will also be available, as will the Summary Paper when this
has been presented to the National Council and the Board. At this stage I would like to thank
all club members who have made the effort to attend all the Conferences to give us their
views, plus the England staff, Board members and Regional Councillors/Chairs for putting
the events on. It has been a substantial effort and hopefully worth while.
At the National Council we will be meeting with members of UKA’s Technical Advisory Group
(TAG) which is responsible for most aspects of Officiating in the UK. The purpose of meeting
the TAG is to find out how it is structured, who is doing what and what the main areas they
are working on are.
Dean Hardman, who is helping the National Council with various projects, has been asked to
pull together the lists of Regional Councillors responsible for the various functions that we
call Portfolios – e.g. Coaching, Officials, Schools, Off-track etc. This will then form the basis
for some two-way communication. I promised Regional Councillors that this would be
addressed when we met last October. We have also been looking at issuing new guidance
and Terms of Reference to Regional Councillors.
I visited the North East Regional Council at Gateshead on one evening in March. I set out
what we are currently doing on the National Council and the EA Board and there was then a
“Full and Frank” discussion. The main impressions that I took away were that there is a
feeling that only London and Birmingham get noticed, that communication of quite basic
matters (e.g. female throwing weights) is felt to be pretty inadequate and un-planned and
that the roles of UKA and England are not understood, leading to further frustration. I think
that is all fair comment.
Obviously the National Council and its Board reps are trying to ensure that these matters are
addressed. The most important issue remains that the roles of UKA and England need to be
properly defined and publicised. This is in hand, but progress remains slower than I would
like. I hope to be able to report that we are getting somewhere in forthcoming Blogs.
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