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1. Introduction
England Athletics welcomes applications for affiliation from new voluntary clubs
or organisations who wish to make a positive contribution towards the sport of
athletics in England.
As the National Governing Body, we have a responsibility to ensure that all of our
affiliated clubs, organisations and event providers contribute towards our
national strategy through the provision of high quality athletics activities. By
supporting affiliated members, we will be able to raise the standard of athletics
in England, helping us to achieve our ambitions of making athletics the most
popular individual sporting pursuit and creating the next generation of athletics
champions though our affiliated membership.
Membership of England Athletics will be granted in three defined categories.

A: Voluntary Club
A voluntary sports club is defined an amateur, non-profit making collective of
unpaid personnel whose main purpose is providing athletics activities and/or
competition as a leisure pursuit. This does not exclude any clubs who may fundraise or generate profits which are 100% re-invested in the club.
Benefits of being an England Athletics affiliated club include:
1. Dedicated support for clubs from England Athletics local and national staff
2. Insurance for affiliated clubs and their members.
3. Visits to clubs from expert coaches to support athlete development through
the ‘Flying Coach Visit’ programme.
4. Discounts on coaching courses for registered club members (Coaching
Assistant, Athletics Coach and Coach in Running Fitness qualification).
5. Direct support to affiliated clubs from the England Athletics Welfare team in
accordance with England Athletics’ disciplinary and grievance procedures.
6. Eligibility to take part in 'Great Club Challenge' at Nova International 'Great
Run' series.
7. Resources and training programmes to support club development.
8. Eligibility for club places at the Virgin Money London Marathon - allocated
based upon number of registered athletes aged over 18.
9. Entry into National Championships across a wide range of event groups.
10. Major national and regional awards programme to recognise the efforts of
the volunteer.
11. Support from staff to secure more external investment for talent development
and club development projects.
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B: Non-Voluntary Organisation
Any organised body which provides athletics activity but does not match the
definition of a voluntary club. This body could be a commercial business, a leisure
centre or provider, charity or a group running with paid leaders from a sports retailer.
Benefits of being an England Athletics affiliated organisation include:
1. Dedicated support from England Athletics local and national staff.
2. Insurance for affiliated organisations and their members.
3. Visits from expert coaches to support athlete development through the ‘Flying
Coach Visit’ programme.
4. Direct support from the England Athletics Welfare team in accordance with
England Athletics’ disciplinary and grievance procedures.
5. Eligibility to take part in ‘Great Club Challenge’ at Nova International ‘Great
Run’ series.
6. Eligibility for club places at the Virgin Money London Marathon - allocated
based upon number of registered athletes aged over 18.
7. Entry into National Championships across a wide range of event groups.
The benefits to registered athletes of both categories are the same irrespective of
which type of affiliated body the athletes are members of and offers will change
throughout the year.
The procedure in place for considering new club applications is designed to ensure
that new applicants will enhance the provision of athletics in this country. It will
also help new clubs and organisations to consider some important questions about
the type and quality of activities that they wish to provide.

C: Association, League or Event Promoter
Associations, Leagues or Event Promoters may also apply to be affiliated members
of England Athletics.
• Associations and Leagues who provide individual and inter-club team
competition under UKA Rules for the members of affiliated clubs on behalf of
the sport's Governing Bodies should affiliate for the purpose of specific event
insurance.
• Event Promoters who wish to affiliate for the purposes of organising events
under UKA rules and to secure insurance for such competitions or events can
apply to be a member of England Athletics.
Benefits of being an England Athletics affiliated Association, League or Event
Promoter includes:
1. Insurance cover for events organised under UKA rules.
2. Direct support from the EA Welfare team in accordance with EA’s disciplinary
and grievance procedures.
3. Major national and regional award programme to recognise the efforts of the
volunteer.
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2. Process
The procedure to apply to affiliation with England Athletics is as follows:
1. Applicants can download the appropriate application form from the England
Athletics website. This needs to be completed and sent to Membership Services.
A cheque for £100 should be sent along with the application form, made out to
England Athletics Ltd. No cheques will be banked until a decision has been made.
2. The applicant will receive an acknowledgement receipt from Membership Services.
3. The membership Services team will ensure all criteria has been met and a
decision will be communicated to the applicant within 4 weeks.
Further guidance on decision criteria, applicant evidence and the appeals process is
offered later in these guidelines.
Clubs and Organisations should avoid making any assumptions about their
application until a decision has been made. We advise that applicants do not order
club kit, stationery or other items that make reference to being affiliated to
England Athletics until a decision has been made.

3. Essential criteria
In order for a Voluntary Club and Non-Voluntary Organisation to be approved
for affiliation, England Athletics would expect it to demonstrate the following
generic criteria as a minimum:
1. Evidences an approved (by the membership) constitution for the management of
the proposed club and a registered bank account in the name of the club.
2. Evidences a commitment to participating in and providing appropriate types of
competition for its members as individuals and on an inter-club team basis.
4. Demonstrates provision of new opportunities in the local area, or enhanced
activities currently provided by an already affiliated EA club within the local area.
4. Agrees to adopt clear and effective welfare, grievance and disciplinary
procedures, with a preference of adopting the England Athletics policies
In addition to the generic criteria, Voluntary Clubs must also meet these
additional criteria to complete their application.
5. Demonstrates a commitment to providing a well-structured and safe club
environment and upholds the England Athletics Welfare and Safeguarding
policies as common club practice, including the intention to work towards
Clubmark for clubs with junior sections.
6. Demonstrates a commitment to engage and support England Athletics local club
initiatives where appropriate.
7. Demonstrates a positive approach to coach education and coach development –
clubs should intend to use only appropriately qualified and licensed
leaders/coaches to deliver their activities.
In addition to the generic criteria Non Voluntary Organisations which do not
match the definition of a Voluntary Club must also meet these additional criteria to
complete their application.
8. Evidences use of only appropriately qualified and licensed leaders/coaches to
deliver organised activities.
9. Ensures provision of activities is affordable to the local customer base.
10. Demonstrates a commitment to operate in the best interests of the sport with other
local providers including affiliated England Athletics clubs and other organisations.
11. Provides accessible opportunities for new runners, not currently participating in
athletics.
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England Athletics is committed to supporting clubs and coaches who work
together. Our preference is that clubs wishing to affiliate have first considered
establishing a formal link with an already England Athletics affiliated club. We
are aware that on occasion new clubs are formed as a result of individual
disagreements within existing clubs. So before applying to affiliate we ask clubs
to try to resolve issues locally so as not to reduce available resources in the form
of volunteers to both clubs.
The criteria for Associations and Leagues are that they agree to abide by the
rules and policies of UKA and England Athletics for the competition or events
that they organise.
The criteria for Event Promoters are that they agree to abide by the rules and
policies of UKA and England Athletics and the terms of the permit(s) or licence(s)
issued for the competition or events that they organise.

4. Clubs with low membership
England Athletics recognises that sometimes clubs that apply for affiliation will
not yet have a large membership. With all new club affiliations; we would ask
that you first contact the most appropriate EA affiliated club to see if there is any
appropriate opportunities for your activities to take place as a satellite group of
the already existing club. If after discussion, neither club feels that a satellite
arrangement is most appropriate, then we would welcome a new club or
organisation application.

5. Single Sex Clubs
Single sex clubs are acceptable; we have several precedents of women only clubs
already affiliated to England Athletics and although legislation may appear to
deny the opportunity for a single sex club, advice has been received that
indicates that the principle continues to be acceptable, as long as the other
gender has other opportunities to participate in the immediate local area.

6. Club Colours
When considering proposed club colours it is recognised that we should aim to
minimise confusion (such as avoiding a club having very similar kit to another
nearby club) but it is not possible for every club to have a unique kit.

7. Decision Making Process
Each application will be assessed within the process and timescales outlined
above, and will be given one of three possible outcomes:

7.1 Approved
At which point the applicant will be informed and sent a Welcome Pack.

7.2 Approved with conditions
At which point the applicant will be informed and asked to provide further
information or confirm that they agree with any recommendations/conditions
before a full approval can be granted. If the applicant is unable to provide this
information to the satisfaction of Membership Services, or is unwilling to take on
board the recommendations/conditions, the decision will become a refusal.
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Membership Services may decide that an application is generally strong but that
certain conditions need to be met before approval can be granted. These
conditions might include, though are not limited to, the following:
7.2.1

Changing the club’s name – for example, if the panel deems it offensive or
too similar to the name of another local club.

7.2.2

Changing the club’s colours – for example, if the panel feel they are too
similar to another local club.

7.2.3

A need to provide clarity or further information relating to a specific
aspect of the application.

7.2.4

Issues arising from the propose constitution.

7.3 Refused
An application can be refused if it does not meet the criteria above or for any
other reason that causes concerns over the benefit that approving an application
would bring to the sport. At this point the applicant will be informed and given a
clear reason or reasons as to why the application has been rejected.
Any decision to reject an application must be based on sound principles, including:
9.3.1

The constitution and/or stated aims of the club are contrary to the stated
Mission and Values of England Athletics.

7.3.2

Substantial concerns exist that the club will not function in accordance with
its stated constitution and/or stated aims, or within the stated Mission and
Values of England Athletics.

7.3.3

The club refuses to implement the systems for the registration of members
operating at the time.

7.3.4

The club must have sufficient personnel including officers, coaches and
officials to make it viable.

8. Appeals
An applicant has the right to appeal a decision to refuse an application within
one calendar month of receiving news of that decision. This must be made in
writing and sent to England Athletics through Membership Services, making it
clear why the applicant is appealing and providing any further evidence that may
help to support their application.

8.1 Grounds of appeal could include that:
8.1.1

The assessment of the club against these criteria has been incorrect. (e.g. a
women only club being rejected when actually the provision of women
only clubs is part of being proactively inclusive).

8.1.2

Additional information being sought by Membership Services was already
supplied, was not requested, was not relevant to the application or that
insufficient time was given to supply it.

Appeals will be determined by an independent panel appointed by England
Athletics and the decision of the Appeals Panel will be final.
An applicant cannot appeal an ‘Approve with Conditions’ decision until it reaches
a refusal stage (i.e. the applicant has rejected the recommendations/conditions).
The decision of the Appeals Panel will be final.
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