MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
OF THE AMATEUR ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
HELD AT ALEXANDER STADIUM, BIRMINGHAM
ON SUNDAY, 10th MARCH 2016 AT 12.00 NOON
•

Attendances and apologies were recorded for the attendance book.

•

Mr Chris Carter took the Chair and welcomed those present to the meeting. He
introduced Tim Soutar, England Athletics Council Member who now attends AAA
Board meetings as representative for EA and Tony Wood who now represents
Northern Athletics.

•

He also sent best wishes to two Board members who were unable to be present
due to illness; Martin Etchells and Ian Byett who are both recovering from recent
operations.

•

Prior to the business of the meeting the members present stood in silence to
remember those colleagues and friends who had passed away in the previous
year:Ray Barrow, Graham Botley, Ron Clarke, John Disley, Ayo Falola, Harold Goode,
Ken Johnson, Sean Kyle, Joe Lancaster, Tom McCook, Joe McGhee, Sylvester
Stein.

•

Walter Nicholls read out the notice of the AGM
______________________

1. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 22nd MARCH 2016
These were received and adopted as a true record of the business transacted. Proposed
Frances Ratchford, seconded Geoff Durbin.
Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
2. REPORT OF THE MANAGEMENT BOARD AND THE AFFILIATED ASSOCIATIONS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 2014
The Chairman presented the report.
•

The Chairman expressed thanks to all contributors to the Report.

•

The Tug o War report had now also been received and was available for inspection.

•

The AAA had had a similar year to previous years and funds are now running low
as the Association has no income other than that received from the sale of award
badges.

•

The Board has been working closely with England Athletics on providing
competition and other development opportunities for young athletes.

•

The Board has also been working closely with E. A. and others to preserve the
History and Heritage of the sport. He noted that the AAA Trophies were again being
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presented to the English Champions with some of the old trophies being adapted to
represent modern events. He believed that the link to great athletes of the past was
important to them and each Champion was photographed with the trophy and
received a commemorative salver as a memento.
•

The Tom Pink funding was now coming to an end. The Chairman noted that due to
frugal use of funds the events had run for nine years which was far longer than
originally intended.

•

The World Marathon Challenge was in its eighth year. He noted that the event was
smaller now that the Board was no longer working with Save the Children due to a
conflict of interests but was still popular with team across the world and it gave an
excellent opportunity for young athletes to practise baton changing. The World 5000
Metre Challenge for primary schools was also developing well.

•

The Med Ball Challenge had been well received and was proving very successful at
spotting throwing talent. Inter school competitions were now developing.

•

As mentioned previously with no income streams the Association must keep a tight
hold of spending and it is indebted to George Bunner and Carolyn Newton for all the
work carried out by them whilst cutting the costs of administration.

The Report was accepted; proposed by Frances Ratchford and seconded by Wg.Cdr. Dan
Davies
3. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE AUDITED INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
ACCOUNT, THE BALANCE SHEET AND THE FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE
YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 2014
The Treasurer, Mr Martin Etchells had reported by email as he was unable to be present.
He would answer any questions by email if necessary.
•

Mike Welford has carried out the inspection and had agreed to do so again next
year for £500. This was a vast saving on previous years. The additional £200
charged this year was a one-off fee for setting up the template

•

Of the £34,000 spent, £13,500 been given as grants to the three Areas.

•

The Tom Pink Relays, originally intended to last five years were now in their ninth
year. The £11,000 spend covered the cost of three events.

•

Reserves are now running low but Richard Float continued to advise the Board in
these matters.

The accounts were approved and accepted; proposed Geoff Durbin seconded Frances
Ratchford.
There followed a discussion about the future of the AAA. It could not continue indefinitely
in its current form. Costs would be cut where possible but the development events would
have to end eventually unless someone could be found to take them on. The trophies are
now held by EA and so storage and insurance costs were paid by them and by
cooperating with various partners the AAA were sharing costs wherever possible.
The Secretary reported on a meeting that he had had with contacts made at the Hall of
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Fame Awards Evening and with several others including Chris Jones, looking seriously at
the possibility of setting up an athletics museum. The National Football Museum were
prepared to give space to athletics to put on an exhibition during the coming Olympics
which would allow them to gage interest and also to count footfall which might be used as
evidence should a bid for funding be made to Heritage Funding. A demonstration event
might also take place in front of the museum to interest children. It should be possible to
get grants to set up the museum but it must be sustainable.
Norma Blaine said that Birchfield Harriers had received money from Heritage Funding to
put on an exhibition of the clubs’ history which had been a great success and the
Chairman said that any help that Birchfield could give would be much appreciated.
George Bunner said that the AAA had many programmes for children that would be
suitable activities for including within the museum. Manchester City are funding
development of a programme of After Schools Activities and the AAA will be instrumental
in this.
A museum was previously planned by Peter Radford but the idea did not get the backing
of Lord Coe. These plans are all still available for use. The next step will be to form a
business plan.
4. ELECTION OF HONORARY OFFICERS
•

President
The post remained vacant

•

Chairman
Mr Chris Carter was re-elected unopposed

•

Honorary Secretary
Mr Walter Nicholls was re-elected unopposed.

•

Honorary Treasurer
Mr Martin Etchells was re-elected unopposed.

5. ACCEPTANCE OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM DISCIPLINES IN ACCORDANCE
WITH ARTICLE 7(E)(v) OF THE ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION
Accepted:
•

Mr Ian Byett to represent Cross-Country.

•

Mr John How to represent Road Running.

There was no representative for Track and Field but this discipline had been covered
by the Board throughout the year.
6. RENEWAL OF TENURE OF RETIRING DIRECTORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH
ARTICLE 16(b) OF THE ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION
•

Ms F P Ratchford - Communications.
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•

Mr R H Float – Investments.

The above renewals were accepted; proposed Geoff Durbin seconded The Secretary.
7. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS
It was unanimously agreed that Mike Welford be appointed inspector of the accounts for
the coming year.
8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Special Resolution
The Board had proposed a Special Resolution which was read out by the Chairman
together with the explanatory note.
•

The AAA was still keen to represent the clubs and was always interested to hear
the views of club members but interest in the Association by the clubs is waning.
The Memorandum and Articles site that anyone affiliated to EA is also a member of
the AAA but this now includes many clubs that have little to do with athletics and the
clubs had not paid any fees to the Association for several years.

•

The Association still maintains strong links with the three Areas and a
representative of each sits on the Board.

The Board proposed to update the wording of the Memorandum and Articles of the
Association so that the three Area Representatives would now represent the clubs within
their area. Individual clubs would no longer be members.
Proposed by the Chairman and seconded by Jan Febery, all were in favour and the
Special Resolution was adopted.

The Chairman thanked everyone for coming and there being no further business the
meeting closed at 13.02 pm.
___________________________

Signed ===================.
Chairman

Date ====================..
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