MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
OF THE AMATEUR ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
HELD AT ALEXANDER STADIUM, BIRMINGHAM
ON SUNDAY, 16TH MARCH 2014 AT 12.00 NOON
•

Attendances and apologies were recorded for the attendance book.

•

Mr Chris Carter took the Chair and welcomed those present to the meeting.

•

Prior to the business of the meeting the members present stood in silence to
remember those colleagues and friends who had passed away in the previous
year:Jean Pickering, David Sunderland, Maureen Fletcher, Andy Holden, Dave
Newnham, Frank Kirby, Roger Walters, Jim Wise, Frank Pettit, Stan Allen, Ernie
Lash

•

The Chairman also mentioned two colleagues, Gerry North and David Littlewood
who are both very ill. Thoughts are with them and their families.
______________________

1. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE 17TH MARCH 2013
These were received and adopted as a true record of the business transacted. Proposed
Norma Blaine seconded Geoff Durbin.
Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
2. REPORT OF THE MANAGEMENT BOARD AND THE AFFILIATED ASSOCIATIONS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 2013
The Chairman presented the report.
•

The Chairman expressed thanks to all contributors to the Report.

•

He noted that all AGM papers for the past three years including full accounts and
minutes were in the public domain on the England Athletic website and that the
Association and its activities remained transparent.

•

The Association continues to be active particularly in financing competitions for
young athletes. This is important in light of Sport England’s decision not to provide
funding for sport in children under 14.

•

He noted that the popularity of the Tom Pink Relays continues and the Association
receives many letters of thanks and requests from other clubs to be included.

•

The World Marathon Challenge has continued to grow and links with Save the
Children have seen it spread worldwide to more than 50 countries. 600 teams took
part in the main competition with a further 400 in the younger age groups.

•

The Athlos Programme in which the British Library is undertaking the digitisation of
athletics books to make them available for access on line is progressing well. They
have the support of the IAAF and the AAA had given a £5000 grant.
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The Report was accepted; proposed by Richard Carter and seconded by Eric Nash
3. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE AUDITED INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
ACCOUNT, THE BALANCE SHEET AND THE FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE
YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 2013
The Treasurer, Mr Martin Etchells presented the accounts.
•

He noted an important aspect of last year’s accounts was the receipt of the “LH Gift”
bequest fund. £13,000 of this had been spent promoting athletics for amateur
athletes leaving £87,000 which he hoped would last until 2017.

•

There was £30,000 left in the Tom Pink fund.

•

There had been a tax liability of £4000 on profits made on investments.

•

The accounts had again been delayed because Royal London, with whom the AAA
have investments, would not give the auditors the information they required. The
bulk of the Royal London funds will be withdrawn during the coming year.

•

The Treasurer advised that he had now signed the accounts and sent them to the
Auditors. He hoped to receive them back sometime next week.

•

Susan Deaves asked why the AAA were now liable for tax when they had not been
in the past? The Treasurer said that he had been advised by the Auditors that this
tax was payable and could not be offset against trading losses but he would seek
further confirmation of this from the auditors.

•

Geoff Clarke asked who the Honorarium was paid to and the Treasurer confirmed
that he was the recipient.

•

Susan Deaves noted that expenses paid had increased year on year and whilst she
accepted that transport costs continued to rise she asked whose expenses were
being covered. The Treasurer replied that many of the Directors did not claim any
expenses and those that did claimed only reasonable amounts.

•

Susan Deaves also noted that there seemed to be more attendees at Board
meetings and asked if all those present were really necessary. The Chairman
assured her that all those present were either representing an athletic body or
covering an important aspect. There was then a discussion about the roles of
individual members. The Chairman confirmed that the BASC representative was
there as an observer only since the Board was seeking to strengthen ties with this
organisation and that the AAA did not pay his expenses.

•

The Chairman noted that the Association had continued for 10 years longer than it
had been thought possible and felt that this was testament to their tight control on
expenditure.

•

There were no further questions from the floor.

•

The Chairman thanked the Treasurer for his transparent accounting.

The accounts were approved and accepted; proposed Geoff Durbin seconded Geoff
Clarke.
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4. ELECTION OF HONORARY OFFICERS
•

President
The post remained vacant

•

Chairman
Mr Chris Carter was re-elected unopposed

•

Honorary Secretary
Mr Walter Nicholls was re-elected unopposed.

•

Honorary Treasurer
Mr Martin Etchells was re-elected unopposed.

5. ACCEPTANCE OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM DISCIPLINES IN ACCORDANCE
WITH ARTICLE 7(E)(v) OF THE ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION
Accepted:
•

Mr Ian Byett to represent Cross-Country.

•

Mr John How to represent Road Running.

There was no representative for Track and Field but this discipline had been covered
by the Board throughout the year.
6. RENEWAL OF TENURE OF RETIRING DIRECTORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH
ARTICLE 16(b) OF THE ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION
•

Mr A G Bunner M.B.E. – Development and Events.

•

Ms F D Ratchford - Communications.

•

Mr R H Float – Investments.

The above renewals were accepted; proposed Geoff Durbin seconded Norma Blaine.
7. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS
•

The Auditors had again been slow at releasing the accounts and signed accounts
had not been available for the meeting. The Treasurer felt that part of the problem
was that, due to the small size of the Associations funds, the task was given to
junior members of staff who were inexperienced and wanted to be very thorough.

•

The Treasurer suggested that the Board might want to test the market to make sure
they were getting value for money before re-appointing Messrs Alliotts.

It was agreed that the Board would reach a decision with regard to the auditors and their
remuneration after seeking further quotations; proposed Susan Deaves seconded Richard
Float.
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8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Susan Deaves thanked Carolyn Newton for her administrative work for the AAA.
The Chairman thanked the administrators in the three areas, Judith Temperton, Lyn Orbel
and Linda Whitehead. He particularly thanked Lyn for providing the refreshments for the
AGM
George Bunner reported on aspects of the AAA development work:
•

He had asked England Athletics to share the costs of the Tom Pink Relays so that
they could continue beyond 2017. He has not yet received a reply.

•

He reported that the World Marathon Challenge would probably be going ahead
without Save the Children this year. Save the Children’s emphasis was on fund
raising and their targets in this respect had not been met.

•

Cataloguing of the non-championship trophies was going well and these would
shortly be handed over to England Athletics.

•

Plans for the National Relays Programme in conjunction with England Athletics
were well advanced. The AAA would concentrate on younger athletes whilst
England Athletics would organise the seniors.

•

The Sportshall UK Final would be going ahead this year thanks to the help of
Manchester City Council who have given the use of Sportcity for free. The Regional
Finals had also gone ahead thanks to funding provided by the clubs and regions.

Geoff Clarke informed the Board that grants given by the London Marathon were no longer
restricted to the London area and suggested that the AAA should consider applying for a
grant for the World Marathon Challenge. This was agreed.
Geoff Clarke also asked if the Board would seek to obtain a copy of the Memorandum and
Articles for the London Marathon as he had been unable to obtain a copy and he was
interested to know if this allowed for founder members to be removed. The Chairman will
ask the Secretary to look into this.
The Chairman thanked everyone for coming and there being no further business the
meeting closed at 12.55 pm.
___________________________

Signed ………………………………………………….
Chairman
Date ……………………………………………………..
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