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I have been approached by some people since my last blog saying how they find my
updates a useful way of finding out about what is going on in the sport, but asking when I am
going to start writing about something more interesting.
Obviously people in the sport who have an interest beyond competition results – and I am
not knocking the people who don’t, as I look on Power of 10 most days – feel that important
decisions are being made without them really being aware. When they are told something it
normally comes in the form of a Good News story. Bad News is generally kept secret.
When you get involved with athletics admin at Board and National Council level it is not
always easy to communicate what is happening to the wider sport. There is always a degree
of confidentiality around the information that is given to both bodies. Personally, I am
completely against confidentiality and believe in open debate, but very often other people will
not agree to discuss matters on that basis. There are also cases when it is unreasonable to
discuss matters in public until they are resolved because the interests of the sport could be
damaged.
Fortunately we now have a much more active National Council and, following a restructuring,
including the arrival of Tim Soutar and Neil Costello, a Board more directly aligned with the
interests of clubs and their members.
To give an idea of how this is having some effect, the National Council has requested and
received reports from Peter Stanley, the Head of Coaching (who is about to depart later in
the year to be Head Coach for Field and Multi-Events at UKA) on the 2013/14 coach
education programmes and has also met, for the first time, with UKA’s Technical Advisory
Group (TAG). The TAG is responsible for delivering most aspects of officials’ education in
the UKA.
Both coach and officials education highlight one of the fundamental structural weaknesses in
the current way in which the sport is run. In both cases the content of what is taught and the
tutor population are the responsibility of UKA, while delivery at the grass roots level is the
task of England and the other home countries. There is no-one with overall operational
responsibility for delivering increases in coaches or officials numbers.
The other main fundamental weakness is that the important decisions are made by UKA, but
the degree of accountability to members is much stronger in England – especially after the
strengthening of the Board and the resurgence of the National Council, which represents the
volunteers as its only job.
The greater involvement of the National Council on your behalf in these areas is having the
effect that you would imagine. We now have more meaningful numbers analysis from
coaching and a commitment to doing the same for officials. At last week’s Board the new
members were able to describe the practical implications for their clubs in order to reinforce
the point.
So, hopefully we are starting to make things happen collectively. In all structures where
fundamental weaknesses exist they tend to make it more difficult for well intentioned people
to do the right thing.

One reason I mention this is because all information that I have suggests we are continuing
to create insufficient numbers of examined/qualified coaches or officials. There is now a
better acceptance that until we address this together – EA and UKA – participation in our
great sport will be held back.
Lastly, I have spent a rain-lashed weekend at the Eastern Young Athletes League at
Peterborough and the England 10000m Championships at Parliament Hill. The latter was a
remarkable evening featuring five 10000m races organised by Highgate Harriers under the
direction of Ben Pochee. Parliament Hill exists to remind us that there must be easier places
to run in both winter and summer (does summer ever arrive at PH?).
The England/UK Championships were won by the ever impressive Jo Pavey and Andy
Vernon. Despite the unpleasant weather conditions, a crowd of several hundred provided
big-time atmospherics to spur the runners on. The whole event showed what a well staged,
imaginatively promoted event can do for the image of athletics and even with the vast
majority of competitors being domestic athletes.
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