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The last month or so has witnessed some progress in our ongoing work to get the volunteer
position better recognised. One small win was the British Athletics website report on the
British Championships, which featured athletes’ clubs as well as their coaches’ names.
Unfortunately this has not carried on to more recent stories and we will be discussing that
with British Athletics. The current practice of listing only an athlete’s coach’s name in event
reports and press releases clearly does not promote the sport fully.
Elsewhere there has been an England Athletics Board Meeting and a National Council
Conference Call in the last few weeks. The Board Meeting was to discuss financial
projections for the year to April 2016, where a shortfall has been identified because of the
lower receipt from Sport England in that year. The England management has been asked to
consider its operational budgets to see where cost reductions can be made, so, as National
Council Chair I have asked for detailed analysis of the EA Participation budgets as well as
the club-facing areas. We need to be sure that if costs are to be reduced then the clubs do
not bear the full impact.
The Board has appointed three new Directors to take the place of retiring (at the AGM)
Directors Mike Heath and Nigel Rowe. British Athletics no longer has Board Representatives
and one of their places has also been filled. The successful candidates will be announced
shortly. There were 60 applicants.
The National Council Call notes are on the EA website (here) in keeping with our
commitment to communicate. The London Council met with representatives of the Youth
Development League to pursue matters raised at the end of last season and the NC has
requested a subsequent meeting with the YDL to ensure that there is some further progress
here – our principal aims being to reduce meeting length and travel time.
We continue to speak with the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) which is the body
responsible for most aspects of officiating. It has been agreed that the National Council will
have a nominee on the TAG itself and the two main sub-committees – Endurance and
Education. The Chair of the TAG, Malcolm Rogers, has recently written to officials outlining
current programmes and we are working with the TAG to arrive at a base-line assessment of
numbers to serve as the basis for decisions on numbers needed going forward.
For the September 3rd National Council Meeting I have requested data on the former
Unattached Levy to assess whether the subsequent set-up achieves what was intended at
the time that the levy was abolished. I have also requested targets for the 2014/15 Coach
Education “season” and to find out how numbers achieving qualification in the examined
levels – Coach and Coach in Running Fitness – can be improved.
The club consultation got off to a strong start with around 1000 responses in the first six
days. I’m afraid that there will always be some suggestion that this process is in some way
biased by EA to get the answers it wants. This was not the intention and the consultation
process through the Club Conferences allowed a more general debate. If the NC thinks that
the results do not bear out the views of the clubs we will move to protect the clubs’ position.
The survey will close on Friday July 18th.

The date for the Whole Council Conference (a chance for all Regional Councillors to have
their say and be able to speak to EA senior management) will be 11th October at a venue to
be confirmed.
Lastly I was fortunate to attend the final of the English Schools Cup at Bedford last Saturday
(and present the prizes for one of the age groups – the Inter Girls won by Millfield, coached
by my former club-mate Gary Jennings, an Olympic 400m hurdler). It was a very well run
meeting and my congratulations go to the English Schools AA and its Chair, Sue Garvey, for
its continuing good work, which culminates this coming weekend at the Track & Field
Championships at Birmingham.
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