MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
OF THE AMATEUR ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION
HELD AT ALEXANDER STADIUM, BIRMINGHAM
ON SUNDAY, 13TH MARCH 2011 AT 12.00 NOON


Attendances and apologies were recorded in the attendance book.



Mr Chris Carter took the Chair and welcomed those present to the meeting.
Prior to the business of the meeting the members present stood in silence to remember those
colleagues and friends who had passed away in the previous year:Tony Ward, Wilf Paish, George Ogle, Olive Megitt, Peter Hildreth, Ted Toft and Sylvia
Markham.
______________________
The Chairman then congratulated Norma Blaine on her being honoured by the Queen with
an MBE in recognition of her considerable services to the sport.

1. MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 14TH MARCH 2010


Subject to minor alterations, these were received and adopted as a true record of the business
discussed.

2. REPORT OF THE MANAGEMENT BOARD AND THE
ASSOCIATIONS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 2010

AFFILIATED

The Chairman presented the report.


It had been a fairly quiet year in many ways and the Board was continuing to do what it had
done so well.



As a major part of the Associations work was development and the Chairman handed over
to George Bunner. The director responsible for events and development for him to report in
more detail.



A number of initiatives were progressing with schools, clubs and athletes.



There continued to be a good working relationship with England Athletics and Mr Bunner
was currently working on the production of an endurance-running book in conjunction with
them.



Much was happening as had been outlined at the previous year’s AGM.



It was hoped to have a link on the England Athletics website.



The Pink Relays had been held in various areas with great success and in Manchester they
had been held outdoors.
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A 10 minute film had been produced and screened on the England website of the meeting
held at the National Indoor Area at Birmingham.



These Relays were held at Sheffield in conjunction with England Athletic U15 and U17
Combined Events Championships.



There had been a jumps and throws initiative introduced to be promoted at Area
Championships, with awards given to 15 and 17 year olds who attained Grade 1 standard.



Another initiative to be introduced was an Indoor Award scheme for primary schools.



In relation to the Endurance Award Scheme, in conjunction with England Athletics a “short
form competition” had been planned and this has scientific approval.



The “Simultaneous Marathon” was another success with 9 teams from England competing,
3 from Spain and one in Ireland. This had been won by a Spanish team with a time of 1
hour 59 minutes.



As far as “Heritage” was concerned this was being preserved by Mel Watman’s Excellent
History of the Association which complementing Peter Lovesey’s Centenary History
published in 1980.



The book was launched at the England Athletics Championships at Bedford in July with the
participation of England personnel and led by Andy Day.



Mel was now working on producing a companion volume relating to the history of the
Women’s Association from 1922, and Susan Deaves, Norma Blaine and Ken Oakley were
assisting with the benefit of their considerable knowledge and experience in the women’s
sphere.



The Board was always thinking about how they would proceed regarding the future of the
Association after 2012 but they were working well with all the governing bodies and
particularly closely with England Athletics.
______________________



The Chairman reported that a letter had been received from Derby Athletic Club and he was
grateful to Alan Domleo for raising the question about rethinking membership.



It was pointed out by the Chairman that none of the members paid affiliation fees and as a
revenue source this might have to be considered in the future.



A number of questions and comments were raised from the floor:1. Susan Deaves thought that the liaison with the England Athletics Hall of Fame and
the display of trophies at the Dinner was a good idea and thanked the board for the
invitation to be present on that evening.
2. There were comments that there was a feeling that from the powers that be that the
Areas were being dumbed down particularly with in relation to the Territorial/Area
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championships with were the highlight of 80% of athletes’ careers, and fears that the
Area championships might eventually disappear to be subsumed in the England
Championships. The die would be cast if that were to happen.
3. Chris Carter confirmed that the Jumps and Throws initiative only related to the U15
and U17 age groups and it had not been discussed to introduce this at senior level.
4. Further, with regard to the possible incorporation of the Area championships into the
English Championships he had spoken informally to Andy Day and perhaps other
dates than those which had been suggested could be used and he confirmed that the
board would back the Areas if necessary.
5. Susan Deaves suggested that perhaps a protest could be made on behalf of the
constituent Areas.
6. Geoff Durbin said that the proposal to incorporate the Area Championships in the
England Championships in the coming year would be “experimental” but he was not
sure if this would be a workable option. It would be no conflict at this level with the
Olympic Athletics and the whole matter was apparently still open to discussion. He
was of the opinion incorporation of the Area Championships in the National
Championship would not actually happen.
7. The Chairman commented with regard that contribution of money paid by England
Athletics to the Areas might be reduced. Susan Deaves suggested that the Areas
should get together and present a concerted view over all these matters.
8. With regard to the England Athletics Championships, Chris Carter confirmed that
once again several trophies from the AAA would be produced to be “awarded” to the
Champions in selected events.
9. George Bunner was pleased to note the attendance of Mel Watman and expressed
thanks to him for his history of the Association. He also confirmed that there were
over 100 trophies belonging to the Association which were in safe custody and these
were being documented by Jack Miller and Philip Andrew to whom he also
expressed thanks. Philip Andrew had made a photographic record of the main
trophies.


Adoption of the report was proposed by Frances Ratchford, seconded by Norma Blaine and
unanimously approved.

3. TO RECEIVE AND CONSIDER THE AUDITED INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
ACCOUNT, THE BALANCE SHEET AND THE FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE
YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 2010


The Treasurer, Mr Martin Etchells, presented the Accounts.
This was his first year as Treasurer and he had a “tough year” unfortunately suffering a
bereavement and thanked the Board for their understanding and patience.
The Accounts had been circulated and they had been prepared and audited by Messrs
Alliotts. The Treasurer was of course keeping the Accounts on a day to day basis and with
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regard to “Cash Flow”, monies had to be drawn down at various times from investments but
the draw down occasions were being carefully monitored. Thanks were due to George
Bunner who provided office services at his establishment and Mel Watman for their
understanding in staying payments from time to time.
The Boards target for the end of 2012 was to retain at least £200,000 in the investments.
At this stage copies of the Board budget for the Association were made available for
circulation to the meeting.
The Treasurer was satisfied that the Accounts presented a true reflection of the state of
affairs as at the 30 September 2010. A number of questions were raised:1. Susan Deaves asked whether there had in fact been any legal costs and the Treasurer
confirmed that no legal costs had arisen during the previous year.
2. In response to a query the Treasurer confirmed that £5,000 per annum was contributed
for secretarial services, as referred to previously.
3. Dave Cropper wanted a clarification of “legal and administration costs of £12,000”.
Whilst confirming that there were no legal costs, the Treasurer mentioned that this was a
general heading and some of the monies related to figures in other categories rather than
legal/administration and he would go through these figures to try and extract them for
next time.
4. Susan Deaves expressed gratification for production of the budget papers.
5. David Cropper asked about the website, and it was confirmed that the Association did
not have its own website, it was part of England Athletics and provided at no cost. This
was currently an ongoing negotiation with England Athletics and Nicola Evans at
England Athletics was dealing with it.


Adoption of the Accounts was proposed by Mr Richard Float, seconded by Frances
Ratchford and unanimously approved.

4. ELECTION OF HONORARY OFFICERS


President: The Chairman had spoken to Sir Rodney Walker who was happy to step down
but for the time being there were no proposals for a new President. Certain people had
been approached but they had conflicts with business interests; this was a rather
disappointing situation.



The Chairman confirmed that Sir Christopher Chataway had been approached who had
written an Introduction to the Book, but whilst he was honoured to have been approached,
he had declined expressing that he was now in his eighties and wished to spend time at
home in France.



It was decided that consideration of a new President would be deferred for a decision at the
next meeting of the Board, including considerations as to the future of the Association.
Chairman:

Mr Chris Carter was re-elected unopposed.
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Honorary Secretary: Mr Walter Nicholls was re-elected unopposed.
Honorary Treasurer: Mr Martin Etchells was elected unopposed.

5. ACCEPTANCE OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM DISCIPLINES IN ACCORDANCE
WITH ARTICLE 7(E)(v) OF THE ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION
Accepted:


Mr Ian Byett to represent Cross Country.



Mr Ted Butcher to represent Road Running but to be confirmed at the next Road Running
meeting in May.



With regard to Track and Field, no nominations had been made.

6. RENEWAL OF TENURE OF RETIRING DIRECTORS IN ACCORDANCE WITH
ARTICLE 16(b) OF THE ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION
Proposed by Mr Eric Nash and seconded by Mr Mike Neighbour, the tenure of the following
Directors was renewed for the ensuing year together with their individual portfolios:


Mr A. G. Bunner M.B.E. – Development and Events



Ms F. D. Ratchford – Communications



Mr R. H. Float – Investments

The above renewals were proposed by Geoff Durbin and seconded by Jan Febery.
7. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS
Proposed by the Treasurer and seconded by Frances Ratchford Messrs Alliotts were reappointed
unopposed; remuneration to be agreed by the to be Board but reconsidered as there had been
more preparation of accounts than in the past.
The business of the Meeting was then concluded and following a vote of thanks to the Chairman the
meeting closed at 1.23 pm.
Signed ………………………………………………….
Chairman
Date ……………………………………………………
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